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Then and Now 

Today’s vision is about having confidence in our Guiding. Being proud of what we all make happen in 

our different ways, so that thanks to you, our young members will grow up having great memories 

of when they were a Rainbow, a Brownie, a Guide and a Ranger. 

The vision is about contributing to the development of girls and young women so that they take 

their place in society as capable, confident young women. You help them explore and grow and have 

fun in childhood and know that they can’t help but take that great experience with them. 

In fact, ‘once a Guide always a Guide’ (is that a promise or a threat?). 

How often, at work, will you hear someone at some point say something like ‘leave it with me, I was 

a Guide you know’. Or ‘I learned how to make this when I was a Brownie’. Or ‘we went there / did 

that when I was a Ranger’? Once at work, when I used to train adults at a training centre, the 

manager came out of his office one day during the trainees’ break time to make a cup of tea, and 

said to me ‘You’re a Guide Leader. Can’t you get these people to pipe down and wash up their cups 

after themselves?’ 

I’m still not sure if that was a compliment or a stereotype, but my hobby made an impact on him. 

And regularly booking annual leave to take the Guides to camp and telling him about it afterwards 

made him aware that any Guider, as they were known, of any age range, probably had super 

powers. 

That was in the 1980s. When this County Standard would have been on show two or three times a 

year at events where the County Commissioner, who probably didn’t work full time, was present. 

Ours has Hampton Court on it – because we used to be one large County of Middlesex West until the 

1970s, and Hampton Court was where Lady Baden-Powell had a Grace and Favour apartment 

towards the end of her life. 

So as well as vision we need history. To know our story. Where we came from in this organisation. 

How our history shaped us in Girlguiding. 

Some of you will know that much of our history was shaped by the response to world wars. Lord 

Baden-Powell started Scouting as an idea in his head from the front lines of the Boer War, when he 

saw how useful young lads were at running behind the lines carrying messages. In the 1950s leaders 

were wearing navy blue, serge battle dress uniforms, as it was just a few years after the end of WW2 

and that was what the population recognised as the uniform of people who were doing a useful 

thing. We have a tradition of being useful – first aid, helping at home, knitting socks and gloves for 

the troops. The book ‘How Girls Helped Build the Empire – all part of our Girlguiding DNA. 

But that was then. Now, here we are in 2019. The Standard is still intact, but doesn’t get so much of 

an outing these days, as its typical minder has a full time job and also contributes a lot of volunteer 

time to other causes. 

But look at what’s changed. The launch of the Future Girl programme and campaign against single 

use plastic is the latest example of how to stay current and relevant to the interest of our young 

members. The overhaul of the programme for all sections last year – to make sure things that should 

now be safely consigned to history go there, and we make room for what Generation Alpha – the 



first generation to be entirely born in the 21st century – is going to need from its social media, 

internet drive world. 

So in our County there are early signs for the last census that membership numbers are starting to 

grow. Thank you for all you do to make this happen. Yes, I know that we could do with more leaders, 

and time, but somehow the membership numbers are holding steady. And the girls that turn up 

every week do that because they really like you – their Girlguiding big sisters, aunties, and 

occasionally honorary grandmums. 

Collette Stone 

County Commissioner and Chair, Girlguiding Middlesex North West 

October 2019 

 

 

 

 

 


























































